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Dane, Clemence The Flower Girls 
Norton. June 629p. $4.50. 


Her American publisher makes much the fact that 
Dame Winifred Ashton, (who prefers call herself 
Clemence Dane), spent seven years completing her 
latest, (and, think, best), novel: thoroughly enjoy- 
able book that knowledgeable, witty, literate and 
often deeply poetic. would nearer the truth 
say that the writing The Flower Girls took all 
Miss Dane’s life, long and fruitful life writing 
which has flowered and born fruit through many sea- 
sons. The extraordinarily shrewd insight which pro- 
duced The Arrogant History White Ben, which 
think one the best allegorical exposures the mass 
hysterias which engender totalitarian tyrannies; the 
scholarly familiarity which brought forth the play Will 
Shakespeare; the affectionate competence the world 
the theater which invigorates long series plays 
and the novel Broome Stages;—all the many-faceted 
talent and experience and expert craftsmanship her 
life have gone into this richly wrought story which has 
more excellences than are found any dozen 
other recent novels. But, because first and last 
absorbingly interesting story about interestingly in- 
telligent people, and not psychological case study 
thesis-ridden social protest self-consciously stylis- 
tic effort literary, The Flower Girls may judged 
lightly those who profess serious interpreters 
literature. That being may, this novel will 
deservedly widely read and warmly remembered. 


For our part, the only thing not like about the 
book its title; probably because sounds too much 
like The Bobbsey Twins for male seen reading 
public. People peering the jacket the book 
one reading might raise eyebrow, tilt nose, and 
snicker. point fact, the story more concerned 
with three men the Florister family—Jacy, Paxton, 
Ernest—than with the two generations the 
women, “the Flower girls.” 


Job Florister was successful produce gardener and 
power the London produce market Covent 
Garden. His eldest son, Julius, became actor and 
leading figure the British stage and drew into his 
orbit the rest his family, brothers, sisters, son and 
daughters: Paxton manage his accounts 
ings; May and Lily and Myrtle act with him his 
own theater, ‘The Flower,” adjoining Covent Garden; 
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Ernest also first act, then write influential criti- 
cal reviews; his daughter Olive star with him; his 
illegitimate son, Doffield, putter about designing. 
Center the family was the Flower Theater and the 
huge old house Kean’s Yard, nearby; all the 
fringe Covent Garden’s flower market and close 
the Opera House. 


Ernest, however, had broken away follow en- 
thusiasm for archaeological and ethnological explora- 
tion. married American girl named Isobel and 
took her with him Central America, where their 
son, Jacy, was born; and South American jungles. 
That was too much for Isobel and she left Ernest, tak- 
ing with her the six-month-old Jacy and all Ernest’s 
possessions, hoping would follow her. Isobel went 
Los Angeles, and devoted the rest her life 
mothering Jacy and filling him with scorn and hatred 
the father who had “abandoned” them. 
dead us” Isobel insisted; and Jacy believed her. Jacy 
became successful child-actor; then went war for 
four years with Canadian outfit, was wounded and 
returned home try re-enter the films writer- 
director. Then, Isobel died automobile crash. 


Freed thus for the first time pursue his curiosity 
about his paternal family and still British citizen, 
Jacy goes England for “six-month vacation” 
decide his future. meets Paxton Florister first and 
captivated the kindly and wise old man. Then 
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Dane Bonner Pickford 


Jacy becomes infatuated with Olive, though his vital 
cousin eight years his elder. his utter surprise, 
discovers his father alive and, though first hating 
him, comes respect and love him, after learning 
the truth his mother’s defection. 


his child-actor days Hollywood, Jacy had met and 
admired Thomas Darvell, Cornish writer. 
asked complete unfinished play this successful 
poet-dramatist killed fly-bomb near the end the 
war. His work the play further entangles him 
the tempestuous lives his family: May’s marriage, 
Lily’s efforts dominate Barney, Primrose’s devotion 
her father and her actor-husband, old Julius’ 
vanity, Louis and Doffield’s jealousies. 


Through all this intricate interweaving people and 
incidents, run threads diverse the story Poca- 
hontas (the subject Darvell’s play), warm and 
loving appreciation England’s natural beauty and 
historic continuity, illuminating knowledge the 
theater and Shakespeare, London’s incalculable 
charm and pride, the craft writing; all with cast 
characters diverse and individually realized that rivals 
Dickens and Galsworthy. 


Adult readers can and will thank Clemence Dane for 
rich novel the grand tradition. The Flower Girls 
good big satisfying book. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


LITERARY GUILD—JULY SELECTION 


Bonner, Paul Hyde Excelsior! 


Scribner. 279p. $3.50. 

Paul Hyde Bonner set his first novel, S.P.Q.R., Rome 
among the diplomatic set; his second, Hotel Talleyrand, 
Paris, also tres haute monde; and this third moves 
over Zurich, where the cast drawn from Swiss 
banking circles. Each one these novels, this re- 
viewer’s taste, more like fashionably snobbish im- 
provisation successive volumes Baedeker than 
novel. Mr. Bonner knows his geographical and 
social fact, takes for granted the geo- 
graphical setting, preferring let the reader recall 
what place looks like from the mere mention the 
name. But his people are about real cutouts 
from Vogue and Town and Country; each meticu- 
lously dressed high style and all are put through the 
politely accepted attitudes; but none them ever get 
breathe for more than moment, here and there. 
Their chatting with each other accurately reported 
all its banality, with each movement with glass 
cigar noted. 

The story line Excelsior! thin: Americanized 
son the Zurich banking house Eggli joins the 
during the latter part the war and assigned 
finding out the disposition Nazi accounts held 
his family’s bank, where all accounts are identified 
only code number known exclusively his eighty- 
year-old father. Old Robert head the family, 
favors the Allied cause against the Axis; but not far 
betray his clients’ confidences the probable 
expense disrupting the balance Swiss financial 
stability Swiss political neutrality. 

However, the story long getting under sail, even 
getting launched, and is, this reviewer’s taste, dull 
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that one never gets completely interested enough 
one’s impatience with the overelaborated 
backing and filling the garrulous and nicely refined 
cast. Possibly the trouble that not one the people 
Excelsior! seems capable any real passion; although 
they are said deeply stirred from time time, 
they seem always content with polite intrigue. That 
not the stuff this kind story calls for. 


Yet there are some who like this sort thing and they 
may only regret that glossary “foreign terms” not 
appended; still, they will awfully impressed the 
casual mention such viands ombre chevalier and 
poussin and kaespatetli, (fish, chicken and cheese pat- 


Pickford, Mary Sunshine and Shadow 
Doubleday. May 19, 1955. 382p. $4.95. 


the world motion pictures Mary Pickford’s position 
has been unique. Her life has been inextricably bound 
with the history the movies themselves and s0, 
necessity her autobiography affords glimpses the 
very beginnings and the early growth the industry 
which has risen such magnitude. 


Sunshine and Shadow Mary Pickford tells her 
childhood Toronto. Born Gladys Smith, she spent 
the first few years her childhood there. The death 
her father made imperative that her widowed 
mother seek means support her brood three. 
the eldest, Gladys shared some her mother’s 
worries about family finances. Chance directed the 
Smith family’s footsteps toward the theatre, and so, 
the time she was twelve Gladys Smith had acquired 
four years experience stock. was that age 
that she approached David Belasco for part one 
his plays, and with her engagement appear The 
Warrens Virginia she also acquired the name 
Mary Pickford. 


day March, 1909, Mary, keeping promise she 
had made her mother seek possible bit the 
“flickers” order supplement the family income, 
reluctantly entered the Biograph Studio. her heart 
she considered acting the beneath her 
dignity Belasco actress. But fate, the person 
David Ward Griffith, came forward meet her and 
that day Mary Pickford embarked “great and 
thrilling career.” And that same day she met Owen 
Moore who was become her first husband. 


The events Mary’s life are simply told. One meets 
Mary’s mother—a courageous and strong-willed woman 
toward whom Mary showed much love and devo- 


issued the University 
BEST SELLERS Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1955, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Cutholic Periodical Index. 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 


Bonjour Tristesse (IV) 
Something Value (III) 
Sincerely, Willis Wayde (ila) 
Time for Sergeants 
The Good Shepherd (Ila) 

Run Silent, Run Deep (Ila) 
View from Pompey’s Head 
The Scotswoman (I) 

Dutch (1) 


Nectar Sieve (Ila) Markandaya June 


Lindbergh June 
The Power Positive Thinking Aug. 


Gift from the Sea 


Schindler Apr. 
Flesch May 
MacDonald June 


How Live 365 Days Year 
Why Johnny Can’t Read (Ila) 
Onions the Stew (Ila) 


tion. Mary’s successes and failures, her rise fame 
and great wealth, the break-up her marriage Owen 
Moore, her subsequent marriage Douglas Fairbanks 
are all told. There are accounts the various trips 
Europe when Doug and Mary were acclaimed and 
feted the reigning King and Queen the the screen. 
But all was not sunshine Mary’s life. Shadows 
came, too. 

There was the awareness that Douglas loved another 
and the dreadful publicity attending the dissolution 
her second marriage. And there were the deaths, 
rapid succession, Mary’s beloved mother, 
her brother Jack and her sister Lottie. But then— 
sunshine again with the happiness her marriage 
Buddy Rogers, their adoption two children and the 
satisfying part now played Mary Pickford loving 
wife and mother the beautiful mansion Pickfair. 


The book not pretentious. simply written, with 
degree charm. reveals Mary Pickford not only 
girl who embodied ideal girlhood and 
such won the title “America’s Sweetheart,” but also 
girl whose early poverty and sense responsibility 
for her family developed her business sense and 
keen awareness what she wanted and the determi- 
nation after it. 

Rose Belvedere, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Faralla, Dana Circle Trees 
Lippincott. June 1955. $3.50. 

This story Danish homesteaders the Minne- 
sota prairie the eighteen-eighties. Gunnar Nielsen, 
widower with four children, had had bad luck all 
scores for the two years had spent the prairies 
and was mood remove his family Denmark 
when grizzled old wise man the west, calling him- 
self Reilly-O, was brought home the younger chil- 
dren. 

never left the Nielsens’ but their fortunes 
changed. 


Much that appears this has been told before; the 
blizzard, the Indian lore, the daily life the plains. 


Still, well done here with touches poetry and 
shrewd observation character. 
Despite the fact that the younger children, with their 
somewhat magical friend, are the leading figures, this 
adult’s book. Except for two three sentences 
involving outright repudiation religion means 
communication with admitted Providence, this 
could good book for even younger adolescents. 
Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Bauer, Raymond Nine Soviet Portraits 
John Wiley and Massachusetts Institute Technology. 
Apr. 15, 1955. 190p. $3.95. 

1950 and 1951, team American scholars inter- 
viewed large number Russian refugees Air 
Force Project. The purpose was find something 
about the mentality potential enemy. result, 
now have considerable amount first-hand ma- 
terial about Russian life and psychology. Dr. Bauer 
had access the data collected and decided present 
selected results fictionalized form. 

His book gives nine brief portraits various Russian 
types: student, woman collective farmer, woman 
doctor, housewife, author, factory director, 
party secretary, tractor driver, and secret police 
agent. With the exception the last-named, the sub- 
jects seem rather normal and appealing. The harsh 
realities Soviet life are the background, but the 
individuals concerned are more worried about. survival 
and simple necessities than about ideology and world 
politics. There are many understandings, evasions, and 
ignoring regulations, which apparently are condoned 
long production maintained. 

Even the secret police agent can the object pity 
well contempt. was drawn into his work 
part his struggle for survival and inwardly re- 
volted with his duties. Many secret police agents end 
neurotics, alcoholics both. 


All all, this encouraging book. While one feels 
pity for the victims Communism, good know 
that many take its ideology with healthy cynicism. 
war once again preserve system which most 
them detest. The author congratulated for 


good study. 
John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Diolé, Philippe The Gates the Sea 
Messner. Apr. 25, 1955. 176p. $4.50. 

Another book about adventures diver probably 
the last thing needed the literary scene within the 
next couple years. But must said that this one, 
coming now, cannot excluded from consideration 
for any reason surfeit. 

What purports underwater tour the Sicilian 
coast turns out, from its inception, not merely the 
opening gateway the sea but revelation 
history and psychology well. 

Diolé not diver who writes but contemplative 
who has gone underwater and found solitude the 


Sagan May 
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Pasley Piersall Merman 


vastness the deep. (It fact that this book was, 
mirabile dictu, written underwater.) The diving is, 
admits, profane, and the contemplation for the most 
part humanistic. Suffice say that there more 
provoking thoughtfulness this than the popular 
“philosophies” the day and that the serious and 
mature reader will find also beauty scene and 
expression contributing unique experience. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Pasley, Virginia Stayed 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. June 22, 1955. 248p. $3.50. 
The fact that twenty-one Americans chose defect 
the Chinese Communists was shock most 
cans. Mrs. Pasley has tried discover the factors 
which would explain this result. the surface, the 
men had little common. Three are Negro; the rest 
white. Four are Catholic, one Greek Orthodox, and 
sixteen Protestant. They are mostly from small towns 
rural areas. few exceptions they are average 
below average intelligence and schooling. 


The common denominator uncovered this study 
one personal frustration and bitterness. The de- 
fectors were generally unhappy, with high incidence 
family problems their backgrounds. Their bitter- 
ness with life made them aloof from their fellows and 
relatively easy prey for Communist wiles. 


Viewed this light, the defections appear less 
puzzling. These were men who probably did not want 
return their previous patterns living. Given 
plausible way out, they were willing take it. The 
only reason why such incidents have been rare the 
past that previous enemies war were not concerned 
with winning over prisoners ideological sense. 
Had Germans Japanese been minded undoubted- 
they too could have had many American defectors, 
especially they seemed winning the war. 


This useful and interesting book, with especial 
for educators and social workers. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Piersall, Jim and Hirshberg, 


Fear Strikes Out, The Jim Piersall Story 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. May 16, 1955. 217p. $3.50. 


Readers the Saturday Evening Post will recognize 
this book extended version the article which 
appeared the magazine earlier date. Despite 
the fact that the major items heve been presented be- 
fore, this book still worth while reading. 


Jim Piersall tells his story, aided 
style. This the story behind the story all the 
bizarre, irritating, unpredictable and thoroughly frenetic 
activities Jim Piersall during the 1952 baseball season. 
Here young man whose mother spent many years 
mental institution, urged into baseball stardom 
father who had burning desire have his son 
become major leaguer. The insecurities, both emo- 
tional and economic his youth, are clearly portrayed, 


and his heartaches and successes strikingly delineated. 
The suspicions, fears and gnawing doubts 
mented him prior the opening the 1952 baseball 
season are laid bare for all see, and heart- 
warming story love, understanding and loyalty not 
only the part his wife and family, but even from 
those so-called hard headed characters the sport 
world. 


this reviewer the greatest value this book the 
fact that was written style that was aimed the 
general reader, especially the baseball fan, who will, 
nilly willy, learn much about mental illness, its de- 
velopment, course and treatment, from this modest 
little tome. additional benefit that will further 
help rip the mask shame from mental illness. 


The reader may not learn anything about psychiatry 
its technical phases from this effort, but will gain 
some insight into the loneliness, the terror and the sense 
personal devastation which mental illness brings 
the patient and his family and friends. Precisely be- 
cause intended for the general reader who wouldn’t 
caught dead reading book psychiatry, this book 
may have greater reaching effect than book written 
for the scholar serious reader. 


Recommended for all age levels. 


John Baldi, Chairman, 
Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Merman, Ethel 
Who Could Ask for Anything More 
Doubleday. June 30,1955. 252p. $3.50. 


The story Ethel Merman, told Pete Martin, 
full gusto, charm, and clear trumpet tone 
the celebrated voice this first lady the musicomedy 
theater. Astoria born and Brooklyn bred, this gifted 
daughter the Zimmermanns has, she states for all 
hear, been singing since she was five and has never 
taken any lessons singing. “Born with silver tune 
her mouth” was one Walter Winchell’s capsule 
orchids tossed her feet; Toscanini reported have 
observed her voice “not human voice; another 
instrument the band.” But whatever way one 
chooses phrase it, the fact remains that Ethel Mer- 
man, (snipping only four letters from the family name 
for marquee-lighting economy), has 
theater-goers for consistently breaking through the 
soundbarrier that sometimes makes balcony sitters think 
musical being performed decorative mutes, for 
clear and clean enunciation all the words her 
songs, and for the magical way she hits her notes “right 
the button,” without flatting sharping scooping. 
But there more the Merman way with song than 
the musical ease with which she delivers lyrics and 
melody; there wholesome, forthrightly happy ap- 
proach, something that radiates from the personality 
the lady, which not only disarming but charming. 
Even the occasional vulgarities and lines 
which slink into show songs from time time delivered 
Merman are nothing but honest and decent fun. 
And good have her story told well her 
own manner: hearty, wholesome, honest, and full 
bounce. Something else comes through all the electric 
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slang the story here told: and that basic 
dignity, sense self-respect cherished. may 
regret that Miss Merman’s first marriage ended 
divorce, while being happy that her second marriage 
seems perfectly right for her; the tensions show busi- 
ness and the half-hysteria which seems inevitably 
surround celebrity are not the best atmosphere for 
family life. most the uproar, Miss Merman has 
kept her head handsomely. And the girl who stopped 
the show with sixteen-bar hold note the 
second chorus “I’ve Got Rhythm” has become the 
enviable artist who made “Annie Get Your Gun” and 
“Call Madam” brilliantly enjoyable. was the 
result talent, hard work and self-respect, all which 
illuminate this story. 


Ottley, Roi The Lonely Warrior 

Regnery. May 17, 1955. 381p. $4.75. 

The headline interest the recent decisions 

the Supreme Court relative the segregation issue 

schools makes the publication the biography 

Robert Abbott most timely. For Robert Abbott was 

the founder and publisher the Chicago Defender, 

weekly newspaper whose pages the cause racial 

equality has been fought for fifty years. His story 

told The Lonely Warrior Roi Ottley the story 

the Defender also, and largely the story the Negro 

America. 

Robert Abbott was the son former slaves, Thomas 

and Flora Abbott, who lived the island St. Simons 

Georgia, where Robert was born 1868. When the 

lad’s father died, his mother this time be- 

coming the bride John Sengstacke, German 

mixed blood. Robert afterwards used the name 
“Sengstacke” and seems have derived some his 
crusading spirit from his step-father. was the influ- 
ence Sengstacke which led Robert educa- 
tion, easy accomplishment for one his race and 
station. was finally trained Hampton Institute, 
Virginia, printer, and when later secured de- 
gree law Kent School Law Chicago, had 
gone beyond the training needed for his future. His 
with the printer’s trade and with publica- 
step-father had published Woodville Times 
-—was the real means his later success. 

With great zeal, but little financial sturdiness, Abbott 
brought out the first issue the Defender 1905, and 
his early struggles with the weekly are remarkable tale 
near-disasters avoided dogged determination. The 
jacket Ottley’s biography calls the publisher “brilliant 
and selfless.” was neither, but went suc- 
cess because never ceased struggle for the racial 
solidarity his people and their full enfranchisement. 
maneuvered times and shifted his editorial course, 
but continued move forward. the end, be- 
came man wealth and social prominence, while his 
publication wielded considerable power. When died 
1940, had weathered the Depression, dissensions 
and disloyalty within his organization and even public 
attack. his death, his Defender stood high 
the publications its kind. 

success the more surprising because his weak- 
nesses were many and glaring. could write trucu- 
lent editorials defense his people, but was not 


Ottley Reprints 


essentially courageous man. stubbornly supported 
the wrong people and defended the wrong causes 
times, but with practical wisdom retreated before 
damage had been done. was, appears, 
man strange contradictions: miserly degree, but 
over-generous assisting his petty his out- 
look times, but other times; devoted 
his people, but not greatly altruistic. Even while 
sponsored programs aimed assisting millions, ex- 
hibited great relish and pride his personal prestige. 


Yet with all his faults, Robert Abbott contributed great- 
the improvement the position, social 
tical, the members his race. His story told 
this volume with much frankness skill, and the 
subject emerges less than heroic, remains man 
who achieved notable distinction. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Reprints 


Harvest Books, published Harcourt-Brace and Com- 
pany, enter the paper-bound reprint field with ten 
titles which are, least different, also somewhat 
limited general appeal. Possibly with the realization 
that the sales these items will not likely 
astronomical number the more popular romances, 
westerns, mysteries, etc., the neatly bound volumes 
seem priced rather high compete with 
other similar series; but students and serious readers 
will welcome their availability this reduced price. 
The first ten titles issued under this new colophon are 
follows: No. Eloit’s The Waste Land and 
Other Poems, (pp. 88, $0.95; which, besides the 
title poem, contains “Love Song Alfred Prufrock,” 
“Sweeney Among the Nightingales,” “Gerontion,” and 
two choruses from “The Rock”; No. Modern Man 
Cary Byrnes Carl Jung’s study psychiatry, 
(pp. 244; $1.15; IIb); No. Ideology and Utopia 
Karl Mannheim, which might summed 
essay the uses and abuses propaganda, (pp. 354; 
$1.35; No. and No. Two companion volumes 
Vernon Parrington’s series, Main Currents 
American Thought; volume The Colonial Mind (pp. 
420; $1.45; covers the period from 1620 1800; 
volume The Romantic Revolution, (pp. 486; $1.45; 
from 1800 1860; they are valuable handbooks 
for students, and contain extensive bibliographies with 
about “the South” from three Katherine Anne Por- 
ter’s collections and titled The Old Order, (pp. 182; 
$0.95; No. Edward Sapir’s Language, first pub- 
lished the early still valid enough and 
though later studies have surpassed it, (pp. 242; $1.15; 
No. presents the three plays Sophocles which 
tell the Theban story the house Oedipus 
modern versions Dudley Fitts and Robert Fitzgerald 
and makes attractive text for literature and drama 
courses, (pp. 243; $1.15; IIa); No. Tawney’s 
The Acquisitive Society, originally published 1920, 
still basic commentary one view modern eco- 


Pocket Print 


nomic society; is, course, socialist philosophy 
and is, course, dated, (pp. 188; $0.95; IIb). No. 
the Harvest list the first series Virginia Woolf’s 
critical and appreciative essays books and authors, 
The Common Reader, marked wit, taste and clarity 
which made the late author very uncommon reader 


and writer, (pp. 246; $1.15; 


The Doubleday series Anchor Books enriched 
eight new additions which bring the total list now 
titles. Modern Theater, vol. edited Eric 
Bentley, includes Gogol’s Gamblers,” “The Italian 
Straw Hat” Labiche-Michel, “One Day More,” 
one-atcer Joseph Conrad; Giraudoux’s “Judith,” and 
Anouilh’s “Thieves Carnival” (#48-c; pp. 306; $0.95; 
Ila). Franz Kafka’s strange novel about country 
never saw and knew little about, Amerika, would ap- 
peal mostly such make cult Kafka, (#49; 
pp. 297; $0.95; IIb); whereas abridgement Dough- 
ty’s Travels Arabia Deserta, edited Edward Gar- 
nett, should endear this classic travel-writing 
larger audience its being made thus available; 
delightful reading, (#50; pp. 349; $1.25; Gilbert 
Murray’s Five Stages Greek Religion already 
familiar students classic literature and seems 
this date too full the rationalist ardor for the “pure 
paganism” characteristic English scholars the last 
century, (#51; pp. 221; $0.95; The Myth the 
State Ernst Cassirer the other hand seems in- 
escapably Germanic its evolution ideology 
fit study trends governmental power, (#52; pp. 
221; $0.95; III). But collection made Eric Bentley 
from the late Shaw’s considerable writing 
music criticism, Shaw Music, will not only 
revelation many who still think was sardonic 
theater craftsman and little more, but will welcome 
the growing number those who like listen 
Wagner and Strauss and Beethoven and Haydn and 
Berlioz, etc., (#53; pp. 307; $0.95; IIa). Six Plays 
Strindberg set translations Elizabeth Sprigge 
from August Strindberg’s Swedish; included are “The 
Father,” “Miss Julie,” “Easter,” Dream Play,” “The 
Ghost Sonata,” and “The Stronger,” (#54; pp. 304; 
$1.25; The Tale Genji, classic Japanese novel 
ascribed Lady Murasaki, attendant the 
Japanese Emperor’s court the eleventh century, 
astonishingly modern its method and manner and 
that not all due Arthur Waley’s excellent trans- 
lation; actually this the first part six which make 
great panorama Japanese historical literature, (#54; 


pp. 253; $0.95; IIa). 
Pocket Print (reprints and others) 


Pocketbook entries for the month include Crackers 
Bed, edited collected, snipped, pasted and sorted 
out Vic Fredericks, which mild and repetitious 
concatenation jokes and near jokes, and low laugh 
dividends, (#1053; $0.25; How Work With 
Tools and Wood, handy primer for do-it-yourselfers 
and the handy-man-about-the-house, edited Fred 
Gross who manager the educational department 
for Stanley Tools and sensibly furnishes his text with 
lots simple line drawings that clear procedures, 
(#1057; $0.25; Murder’s Nest, Charlotte Arm- 
strong, first published “The Better Eat You,” and 
prize winner mystery under either title, (#1058; 


Best 


$0.25; and Hired Hand, run-of-mill Western 
Nelson Nye, |#1060; $0.25; I). 


Ballantine sent How Play With Your Child 
Arnold Arnold which seems verily based the 
author’s observations children and his experience 
designer children’s toys; agreeably instruc- 
tive for parents and doting relatives, (#105; $0.35; 
and Mad Strikes Back, written Harvey Kurtzman, 
with drawings Jack Davis, Bill Elder, and Wallace 
Wood; all whom seem convinced they are 
howlingly funny and dreadfully clever, but who turn 
out, our taste, heavy-handed and slewfooted insani- 
ties parodying comic books and the advertising inanini- 
suffer much from daily life, (#106; $0.35; 
a). 


From Bantam Books have Target Taffeta Ben 
Benson which earns award being one murder 
mystery which limits itself one only murder and 
needs more get the solution; well constructed 
and restrained, features Wade Paris, Bay State Police 
Inspector protagonist, (#1323; $0.25; John Stein- 
beck’s God Unknown, reprinted from 1933, and 
not the best Steinbeck any means, will in- 
terest chiefly Steinbeck students rather than fans, 
(#1324; $0.35; IIb); another collection what-d’ya- 
know trivia sorted out the news-syndicate featuré 
begun 1928 Strange Seems, Elsie Hix, 
with illustrations credited George Jahns, 
$0.25; and The Lotus and the Wind, John Mas- 
ters, who also wrote Bhowani Junction and Nightrun- 
ners Bengal; rated this historical novel India 
1879-1882 “fine novel” when appeared Janu- 
ary, 1953, (#1335; $0.35; Gobson’s The 
Cobweb highly confused and lurid novel located 
aprivate sanatarium. The author seems trying 
the shock treatment readers and seriously offends all 


canons good taste, (#1337; $0.50; IV). 


Permabook submits Thomas Costain’s Son Hun- 
dred Kings which rated quite good when first 
came out Literary Guild choice November, 
1950, (M-5000; $0.50; I); and Corpus Joe Bailey 
Oakley Hall, which disliked unappetizingly dull 
and amateurish psycho-illogical back June, 1953; 
change opinion, but the suspicion the story was 


written woman, after all, (M-4006; $0.35; IV). 


Dell sent two reprints, two firsts: First #60, Cross- 
word Puzzles (and other word puzzles) edited Kath- 
leen Rafferty make more firmly convinced that the 
most insidious attack the meaning words, the 
first forces etymological confusion, lies the clue- 
columns the crosswords; downright misleading and 
malicious; ($0.25; III); First #61 The Dirty Shame 
John Humphreys, and could not have thought 
better title for it: just that, dirty shame 
foisted onto reader reviewer, ($0.25; IV). The two 
reprints are much better: Walk the Night, Wil- 
liam Sloane fantastic tale but enjoyably chilling, 
with mounting suspense good for hot summer nights, 
($0.25; Dead and Gone, formerly known 
Downbeat for Dirge, about name-band which 
the singer and the sax player die disappear; 
music wise and only slightly incredible until the play- 
back, then author Brandon Bird has scramble pick 
all the loose ends, ($0.25; I). 
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